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WEATIIET
TO-DAY

—FAIR

PRICE FIVE CENTS

HERMOMETER EBBS
O SEVEN DEGREES

Ltichmond Has Chilliest Decem-
i
|

ber Day Experienced in
Many Years.

ARE ICE-COATED

\TREETS

fhrough Whole Twenty-four
| Hours, Weather Remains /Be-
low Freezing Point.

| With the thermometer 22 degrees he-
PW normal, yesterday was one of the
©oldest days experienced in Richmond
n many years. Through the whole
wenty-four hours the mercury was be-
ow freczing point, and when It was
rarmest durlng the afternoon, it was
till 10 degreem below theé notch on
vhich the lcing point |s marked. The
emperature cbbhed at Its lowest to 7
egrees above zéro, and the highest
¢cached was 22 degrees. The wind was
rom the north, havihg come from over
he far Canedinn wastes, bearlng with
t momething of the hreath of the
olar zone and somethlng of that bitter
ouch which keeps man at home by his
Ireslde and the beasts of prey close
ieneath thelr snowhound coverlets.
'EOPLE BIIVER TAROUGH
ICE-COATED STREETS
Here in Richmond men and women
hiversd as they hisd themselves to
he scenes of thelr laborm, and drew
loser about them thelr coats and such
ithér wraps as they were fortunate
mough to have. Fverywhere they
ound ice. The surface of the flve-inch
all of snow was glazed, and water
roze as It fell. In many Instancea the
yater plpes were frozen, and there
vere not a few Instnancea In which they
rurst, and required Lhe expensive
illumber's care. But Richmond was not
he coldest city In the country. In
Juluth the mercury fell 2 degrees he-
ow zero. In Tampa, Fla., it wna 70
legrees above, and flannels and tennis
vere stlll the order of the day, and the
giouthern coasts were thronged wlith
mthera. In the Enst all along the At-
antlic seaboard and as far west as the
Alleghanles Lhe weather was generally
slear, and last night the stars shone
Mtterly bright. Fortunately, the wind
iwecvplng down from the north was of
mly mild velocity, and there was no
Mting tang to the aulr.
MANY MERIRY HOLIDAY
MAKENS ON THE STREETS

In spie of the cold, however. there

were many hollday makers on  the
itreets yeaterday aflernoon, and the
thentres were erowded. Women came

aut In all the furs they had, and men
wrapped themselves from head to heeis
Only the rich: little girl, whom fashlon
forces to wenr scanl protection on her
etirer limbs, pinched herself to sce
if her knees were really there. And
the poor ligtle girl cameé oul not at all,
nor did her brother. Unly those who
were bound for msome merry-making
and those others whom necessity drove
from cover went their way upon the
streets. Others remalned where the
holly and mlstletoe hung in hallway
and door, and there the light of glow-
Ing fires and the sinlles from happy
faces made them forgetful of those
who, In other homes, were serambling |
for a crumhb,

Eoda water fountains had but
trade. Other places of refreshments
were well patroniZed. Yet it wps 80|
cold that the cup, aye and several cups, |
only cheered. It takes much more to !
Inebriate In such wenther as cast itas
coollng welght upon the city yvester-
day.

WEATHER MAN SAYS
IT WILL BE WARMER TO-DAY

A8 always when the
Ba degree or two from
the topic of the day.
cd each other a happy new year and |
remarked on the eold. ithers forgot |
the new year, and thought only of the |
bitter breeze. Street cleaners, 200 of |
them, went about their work in st-|
lence, and policemen blew through pur-
Itps upon thelr numbing fingers.

"'-shoys were less shrill in thelr vries,
wny-1the boy with the sled, clad In coat |
an="mittens, shouted his joy. It was
Buch an aftermath of Christmas as ha
Manted.

To-day it will be warmer, if the
prophecy of the Weather Bureau comes
true, and much of the snow will melt.
Yesterday none of it melted, except
in a few Isolnted places where the sun

little

weiather varies |
nosmnul, it was |
Many men wish- |

was not interrupted by blenk walls |
and the shadows of ark piles of
brick- and mortar. LEverywhere e¢lae

were snow and ice, with u slow, bltter
wind creeping around the cornerz and
whistling shrilly through ecrack and
crevice. The day wlll leng be remem-
bered by those who came out and ln-
bored through the slippery streets, It
will be remembercd, too, by those
who gazed through frosted window
panes and throught how bedutiful
looked the snow. It will not be for-
gotten by others who made their way
to the Assoclated Charlties and came
AWAY with a basket of provender and
A bundla of wood. It was a cold day,
the coldest In years for the Decem-
ber date, but this morning, and to-
morrow, too, it will be warmer, and
j Roon the summer will come again.

At mlidnight, on a window ledge of
The Times-Dispatch Bullding, the mer- |
cury sank down to just 7 degrecs above
zero, The highest notch recorded dur- |
ing the day was 23 degrees, and the
mean temperature for the day was 17.
degrees or 22 degrees below normal.

SHADOW OF WAR OVER BERLIN

In Nearly Every Home Christmns ‘I'ree
Is Ilowg With Mourning.

«* COPENHAGEN, December 023

— Owe
ing to the shadows of war over Rerlin
this Christmas, the shops and stores
closed earlier than usual. The whole
clty seemed deserted last night, XNo
sound was heard but of the church
bells. In nearly every home the Christ-

mas tree was hung with mourning,
The Vosslache-Zeltung's war corras-
pondent says that Chirlstmas trees sent
from the soldiers’ lhomes or cut from
the forests were put up in the trenches,
Candles and other decorations were
distributed by the transport service.

WILSON STAYS AT HOME

(}onﬂnuen Merrymaking by Romping
¥ With Grandaleve.

[Speclial to The Times-Dispateh, ]

WASHINGTON, December 26.—Pres-
tident Wilson continued his Christmas
jmerrymaking to-day by staying awny
¢ from the executive offices. He did muaoh
fimportant work in his qtudy, howevaer,
i The morning hours were devoted to
i rompa with his little grandniece, Jose-
"phine Anne Cothran, after which the
i President took n motor ride. The even-
Phng i was apent quietly In the librarvy,

| be tried.

MARSHALL FIELD IIl. TO WED

Giet  Licenne 1o Marry Misn

Marahall, of New York.

[Special to The Times-IMspatch.]

NEW YORK, December 26 —Marahnall
Fleld, I1L, grandson and heilr of the
late Marshall Fleld, multl-milllonalre
and merchant prince of Chicago, to-day
secured a llcense to marry Miss Eve-
I¥yn Marshall, a member of one of the
most arlstocratlie fumllies of New York
and daughter of the late Charles Henry
Marshall. At the office of City Clerk
Scully, Mr. Fleld gave hls age as twen-
ty-one, while Misg Marahall sald she
was twenty-five. He gave hils residence
ns  Cadland, Southampton, England;
Miss Marshall sald she llves at No. 6
East HSeventy-seventh Streot, New York.
Miss Marshall sald she was horn In
l.onden. Both stated that this wlll be
thelr Airst marriage.

PROMINENT WOMEN SHOT

Struck by Siray Huollets During Platol
Duel Between Negroes.

JONESVILLE, 8. .. December 26—
Marle TFowler amd Myrtle Coleman,
members of promineft locul famlilies,
were struck by stray bullets when Will
Haney and Cranford Thompson,

Evelyn

negroes, engaged in a plstol duel at the!

rillway statlon here late to-duy, Milus
Coleman ls saild to be dangerous
wounded, one bullet having passed ¢
tirely through her body, Miss Fowler's
hurts are reported 1o painful, hut
not dangerous. The negroes, who are
in jail, probably will be tuken to Unlon
for safekeaping, as indignation here
Ia general, and county officials fear an
ottempt at lynching. Haney is sald to
have been dangerously wounded. The
other negro was Injured slightly.

JOHN KERN, JR., WINS FIGHT

Lad Sanccesafully Operated on for In-
fantile FParalyails.

[Speclal to The Times-Diapatch.]

WASHINGTON, Decemher 28.—The
plucky fight of John Xern, Jr., son of
Benator and Mrs. Kern, for health, has
been rewarded. The boy, who lost the
use of his limbs after an attack of
infantlle paralysis, was opernted on at
Johns Hopkina Hospltal, Baltimore,
last month, and muscles from his arms
were grafted on his legs.

The operation has been . very success-
ful, and It Is expected he wlll walk
wlithout the ald of crutches In a month.
The lad, who Is only four vyears nld,
In one of the best read lads of his age
in Washington.

WEATHER MODERATING

Gradually Rising Temperaturea Pre-
dicted for To-Day.

WASBHINGTON, December 2i—The
cold wave that gripped the country to-
day, causlng record-breaklng temper-
aturea at many places from the Mis-
slssippl River to the Atlantic Coast,
was moderating to-nlght, and grad-
ually rising temperatures were pra-
dicted for to-morrow. Falr weather
wrEs predicted, with the exceptlion of
snow flurriés In the Great Lake States
and.rain In Florida.

Ths lowest temperature reported
within the Urited States to-day was
32 degreea below =zero, at Northfleld,
B it ;

be

FEDERAL CONVICTS ESCAPE |

Men Confined In Atlanta PenltenliaIYJ

Scnle Prison Waliws.

ATLANTA, GA.,, Deecember 26.—Fed-
eral prison guards and the local police
to-day were looking for two convicts
who escaped from the Unlited States
Penitentlary here Inst night. The con-
viets are Hiram Lepper, sent from Bal-
timore last May under fifteen years
sentence for counterfeltlng, and Tom
Daley, sentenced to five years from
this clty for post-oMce robbery.

The men had been confined
tuberculosis camp of the

in the

prison

of an improvised ladder,

YOUMANS DISQUALIFIED

Judge Elllott Will Hold January Term |

of Court at Fort Smith.

FORT SMITH., ARK., December 2 —
Because he had received
anonymous threatenling

letters, Judge

{ Youmans was disqualified to hold the
| January term of court here, and Judge |

James P. Elllott, of South Dakota, will
sit on the bench, it was announced to-
day. At that term of court, conl miners
under indictment charged with con-
splracy agalnst the government will
It was stnted that the ap-
poilntment was made by Walter 1. San-
born, senfor judge of the United States
Court of Appeals at St. Paul.

LOSS IN LIVE STOCK VALUE

Foot-and-Mouth Diseane
810,000,000 Decrense.

CHICAGO, December

26.—-Foot-and-

2 | Sunday night. Fabela arrived from
mouth disease 18 blamed for a decrease! }ravana vesterday In company with
from ‘last year of $19,000,000 in the|four Carransa adherents. sent here ns
value of llve stock received during|

1914 at the Union Stockynrds, accord-!
Ing to a report to-day by the L'nlnn'!

Stockyards and’' Tranlsit

Company,
which handled the animals,

Shipments

totaled 14,695,900 head, worth nearly
£390,000,000.

Up to the time of the quarantine
of the yards, thae wvalue of live stock

recelved exceeded that of a year ago.
e et

HUNDREDS KILLED IN WRECK

‘Troops and Hospital Tratos Collide at |

Iinllsz, Polnnd.

LONDON. December 26 (13:10 P. M.).
—A Reuter dispateh from Warsaw says
that 400 men were killed and 500
wounded in a collision between troop
and hospital tralns at IKalisz, Poland.

The troops were coming from Prussla, !

and the hospital traln was proceeding
to Germany with wounded officers,
The tralns were running at full speed
when they eollided. More than twenty
cars were wrecked,

An Investlgation disclosed that a
railway swliteh had been changed at
the lnst moment. The stallon master,
switechmen and others are under arrest,

FORCE MAN TO WRITE CHECK

HBaodlts Then Compel Wife to Have Tt
Cashied and Dellvered to Them.

CLEVELAND, 0. December 26—
Christlan Jouget, a carpenter, was loft
bound and gagged In his home to-night
after two men had compelled him to
make out a checlk for $400 payable to
his wife. Mrs, Jouget then was com-
pelled to nccompany one of the men to
& bank, where she procured the ensh.
She turned the money over to the ban-
dit, who had kept her secretly covered
with a revolver,

The pollice arrested the men and re-
covered the money., Peter Modonior,
aged twenty-two, was one, The other
man refused to give his name,

and |
esenped by scaling the walls by means|

numerous |

Diamed for)

4 gossa

GUTIERREZ ASKED
 TOGRANT AMNESTY

United States Seeks Pardon for
All Political Offenders Both in
and Out of Mexico.

'RECOGNITYON NOT muo:.veni

| Washington Officials Keenly In- |
terested in Safety of Former
Governor Iturbide.

|

‘ WASHINGTON, December 26.—Secre- |
tary Bryain sald to-day that the United |
| States government was continulng itat
efforty with the GGutierrez government
to obtain a general amnesty for pollti- |
cal offenders, Loth in and out of Mex-
leo. He declared the question of recog-
 pitlen of the Gutlerrez administration
had not consldered, and made It
 plaln that the amnesty ‘had not been

been

asked for as a prerequlsite to recog-
nitlon.

|  OfMclals here are taking much In-
terest In the mafely of former (Gover-

nor Iturbide, who has left Mexico City
for the United States through the in-
fluence of the American government.
General Palafox, a Zapata adharent and
member of the Gutirrez Cabinet, s
quoted as saylng that Iturblde would
be arreated If caught before he reaches
the border. Should that occur, It Is
probable urgent representntions In his |
brhalf would be renewed.
UNITED STATES OFFICIALS
GRATEFUL TO ITURBIDE
The Unlted States government |is
grateful to Iturbide because, although
An official under preceding govern-
ments, he remained In Mexico Clty to
protect foreigners and maintain order
after Lthe Carranza troope evacuated,

rather than make good hiz own anfety
by flight,

American Consul Sllliman, at Mex-
lea City, reported to-day 1hat Gen-
eral Palafox had issued a statement

charging thdt he (Slliman), Speclal
Agent L.eon Canova and others had ac- |
cepted a bribe of 500,000 pesos to effect |
the rciease of Iturhide. .

Mr. Silllman, In his report, dismissed
the story of the bribe as absurd.

Consul Canada’'s dispatches to the
State Department from Vera Cruz to-
day made no reference to fighting
there vesterday between Carranza and
Villa troops, and the other sources of
information of Mexlcan affalra ., here
were without advices,

A delayed officlal dispateh from Tam-
pilco reached Lhe State Department to-
day, glving additional information of
the fighting on December. 23 hetweon
the Carranza and Villa forces at Ebano
FStMIon. near theére. The message sald
| the Carranzn forces under General Ve-
lasco were gradually falllng back In
|lhe direction of Tamplico. OMeclal re-
ports glven out at Carranza headquar-
ters Iast night sald  Villa's troopa had
been defeated at Ebano statlon.

|

ORDERED TO CEASE
SUMMARY EXECUTIONS

MEXICO CITY, December 26.—Pro-
vislonal Presldent Gutlerres to-night
issucd a circular to all convention gen-
erals ordering them In explicit terms to
cease summary executlons for what-
Boever offense, Coples were sent to
Generals Villa and Zapata.
The Provisional Presldent's sncretary
Eave out an interview authorized by
the chlef executive In which he sald
that General Villa ohjected to the elr-
cular as unnecessary because Villa
| wished to run down *“the assassins"
{and punish them.
|_ “Unless some central authority is to
| be recognized, the most serious crisis
In the history of Mexico soon will be
reached,” sald the Interview. “Presi-
| dent Gutierrez I8 tired of recelving the
brunt nf all the complaints of the for-
elgn diplomats, Only yesterday an or-
der of the Presldent concerning the
safe conduet of Eduardo Iturblde was
ignored by a commanding general who
Inslsted on the rearrest of Iturblde, and
who severely criticlzed Leon Conova, a
representative of the Amerlean State
Department, who wasa accompanying
Iturbide to the American border.”

The decree” of the Provisionnl Presi-
dent created a sensation here,

CARRANZA OFFICIAL

ON WAY TO WASHINGTON
| NEW ORLEANS, December 26.—TYal-
idro Fabela, General Carranza's Forelgn
| Min!ster, 1s in New Orleans, en route
to Washington on a mission which,
jeannot be ascertalned here. It is un-
| derstood he leaves for Washington on

consuls, three to be stationed at Texas
points, and one in Mohile, Ala,

Villa representatives to-night hera
I'asserted Fabelp hns a large amount of
[ Mexican specie with him,

FAMINE AND SUIPFERING
EXIST IN MEXICO
WASHINGTON., December 26.-—(‘.011--1
ditions of famine and suffering in Mex- |
fco, sald by some ohservers to excoed !
the distress in the European zones of
war, were described In reports lssued |
to-day by the Ameriean Red Cross,
Consul-General Hanna sent the fol- |
lowing message from Monterey: |
“There Is an alarming shortage of |
I staple food supplies. Several outlying |
towns are appealing te me for help,
If the winter keeps cold there will be
tgreat suffering, 1 need 2,000 chenp
blankets, After four years of war, this
| whole country is short of food."
The consul at Matamoras said:

| YThe conditlons In Furope which
Ishoek the clvilized world have ex-
| lated  her against our  horders  for
i four years, unconsldered. Mexieo Is
| peopled with widows nnd orphans, and
| famine is in the land. One soces It

daily in emacinted forms and shrunien
cheeles. Many have dled on Amerfean
soll during the past vear, ostensibly
from obscure disenses, but netunlly
from starvation, and there are hun-
dreds of children who never had had
suflicient food in their lives, The sound
of lamghter and playing children is
gtilled In Mexlico. :

“They "have endured much, bhul now
has been reached thé end of even their
stolelsm, and from the east nand the
west and the south comes a cry for
bread, "
“There la need for food and clothing
and mediecines. The need is pressing.
Arrangements have been made whereby
supplies can be distributed from the
American consulate at thls place to any
lceality In Mexico."

| wounded

The Red Crosa a short time ago, on
(Continued on Fourth Page.)
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Siferian Irdantlry o Warsa

First photo from Warsaw showing
the Siberian troops, who arrived in
Warsaw just in time to save the city
from the Germans, when the Kaiser's
forces first began to attack the city.

GERMANS MAKE AERIAL
HAIDG ON TWO TOWNS

Attacks Buccessfully Carried Out in
Widely Separated Sections of
War Zone.

TEN KILLED AND MANY INJURED

Bombs Dropped on Nancy, in Eastern
France, and Sochaczew, in Russian
Poland — Germans Very Active
During Past Few Days.

[Special Cable to The Times-Dispateh. ]

ONDON, December 26—Two Ger-
man aerlal ralds, causing the death of
ten civilians and the wounding of
threnrscore more were carried out to-
day In widely separated scctions of the
WAr area,

A Zeppelin flew over Naney, in East-
ern France, early In the morning, drop-
ping fourteen bombs, according to n
Paris dispatch. Two persons were
killed and a number injured, while sev-
eral hulldings were deamaged. |

In Russian Poland the German alr
fleet dropped bombsiupen the already-
ruined town of Sochacrew and killed
elght persona. More than fifty were
wounded. Most of the casualtica oc-
curred ameng a crowd which flocked
Into the main street of the town to
watech the passing of the fliers. Sev-
eral bulldings were fired.

Sochaczew was in the path of the
German advance and mmore recent re-
treat ncross the Bzura, and 1lttle of
value was left In the town In the way
of bulldings, while most of the popu-
lation already had fled.

GERMAN VERSION
OF ATTACIK ON NANCY

The German verslon of the attack on
Nnncy differs from that recelved from
Parla. The Berlln oflleinl statement
to-day says: i

“On the evening of December 20 a
French alrman threw nine bombs on a
certaln small village, No troops were
stationed at the place., There was only
a hospital, which was plainly marked.
No damage of consequence was done.

“In reply to this nerlal attack, and
also the throwing of the bombs on Frie-
burg, which Is not defended and !s out-
side the zone of operations, German
airmen threw medlumn-sized bombs into
the outskirits of Nancy."

The activity of the German alrmen
has been very pronounced during the
last few days. On Friday a German
aeroplane nttempted a rald on London,
and had reached within twenty miles
of the Britlsh caplital when [t was
driven back. On the preceding day
another German flyver made n simllar
attempt.

The German who attempted the Lon-
don rnld on Christmas Day s beileved
to have perlished. The llghthouse
keeper nat Kentish Knock, northeast of
the mouth of the Thames, reported to-
day he had seen an acroplane fall into
the walers of Lhe North Sea about a
mile from his llght during Friday
afternoon. The clircumstance of the
report from the Britlsh gunnera that
they were confldent they had hit the
German machine, tnken in connectlon
with the timoe of the aeroplane's re-
ported fall Into the sea, leads to the
helief that the venturesome fHyer pald
for his audaclty with his lfe.

uoMBs THROWN FROM
FIVE ARROPLANES
PIETROGRAD, December 206, —Ilght
personsg were killed and over 100 were
in the town of Sochaczew,
Russian Poland, Lo-day by bomhs
thrown down from five German aero-
planes,
One bhomb dropped in the middle of
a crowd which was watehing the avia-

| tors, and in exploding it killed or
wounded wvirtually the entlre gather-
ing.

The market place in Sochaczew and
a number of waoodeén houses were sel
afire and destroved.

Sochnezew Is on the Bzuro, thirty
miles west of Warsaw,

GERMAN AIRMAN DRROEPS
BOMEBS ON NANCY

PARIS, December 26 (9:55 ', M.).—

A dispateh received here from Nancy

says that a Zeppelin alrship flaw over
that eity enarly this morning and
dropped a total of fourteen bLombs.

Two perzons were killed and two
others wounded.

Several houses in Naney were slight-
ly damaged, but none of the public
bulldings were Injured.

PASSENGER CAR OVERTURNS

I'nlls Down St'eep Embankment—None
Fatally Injured.

HARTFORD, MICH. December 26.—
Although the rear conch, earrving
more than thirty persons on a Kaln-
mnzoo, Lake Shoro and Chleago pas-
senger traln, was hurled from the
track hers to-night and turned over
twice In o descent down a stesp em-
bankment, only si¥ pnssengers wara in-
Jured, and none fatally.

A frelght train knoelked the ear from
tho track,
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Serman _Salkuierson
German Landsturm patrol on the

rongh-riding Russians.
burracks of the Landsturm.

Ca prured ssack Horses = ae

East Prussian Russian frontier riding

into their camp with the Russian Cossack horses they captured from the
On the right may be seen the outlnes of the

I, . GRUISER THREATENS
T0 USE GUNS ON TRIPOL

Mob Is Attacking French Nationals
When' Frightened Away by
Aggressive Attitude.

PROTECTION FOR FOREIGNERS

Action Follows Request of Turkish
Authorities to Allow British and
French Residents to Leave—Secre-
tary Daniels Asks for Report.

WASHINGTON, December 2&—Sec-
retary Daniels to-day called on Cap-
tain Oman, commander of the armored
cruiser North Carollna, to report
whether threats of violence had been
made by Turks at Tripoll agalnat
American sallors.

Athens dlspatches publiahed

|
i to-day
!sald an American warship had threat-
|ened & bombardment as a result.

{ The North Carolina and the Tennes-
ise:* both are at Beirut to-day, tha
1'£‘enneas.-r~ having gone to that port
]rrum Jaffa after depositing gold.
Belrut is forty miles south of Tripoli,
|n'h-:-n= the disorders were sald to have
| oceurred,

One report was that Turkish au-
thoritles sought to prevent the de-
|nnrture of Amerlecan, British and
| French consuls, and that the attack on
{tha American crew of a commercial
ship and the threatened bombardment
Lnf Tripoli by the American man-of-war
| followed,

THREAT TO FIRE
DRIVES MOl AWAY

LONDON, December 27 (12:47 A. M.).
—A Reuter dispatch from Athens BAYS
it was the United States crulser North
Carolina which threatened to use its
| guns at Tripoll, Sy¥rla. The North Caro-
lina, convoying the Amerlean steamer
| Virginia, had proceeded to Tripoll, and
| the commander requested the Turkish
| authorities to permit the British and
| French consuls to depart with thelr
nationals resident In Tripoll. This re-
quest was refuesd,

Several French realdents boarded the
Virginia, but were attacked by o maob,
Who wounded the captain and first of-
ficer. When the North Carollna threat-
cred to fire the mob fled,

The Virginia, escorted by the North
Carolina, left for Dedeagach., nnd the
Nerth  Carollna  later proceeded for
Smyrna.

Many French refugees, the dispatch
adds, have already arrived at Plraeus,

The  Unlted States cruiser North
Carolina, according to a Washington
tispateh of  December 16, proceeded
from the Island of Sclos, on the const
of Asla Minor, for Alexandria, to take
gold to Jdalfa for the relief of Jews In
Jerusulem. Jaffn 1s about 150 miles
south of Tripoli,

| JOHN D. GIVES MONEY

LA Married Men in In Employ Get 10
| Ench an Christmaos Present.

i [Speecial to The Times-Dispateh,]
TARRYTOAWN, N. Y., December 26—
:\\‘h--n the employes on John D. Rock-
efeller’s estate were puld off to-night,
! nll the married men were presentod with
| $10 gold pieces as holiday wifts,
| total amounted Lo several
pdollars.
| Skating was good on the Rockefeller
Fpond to-day, and Mr. Rockefeller per-
| mitted the sehool children te enjoyv (t,
keeping mem on guard to prevent acel-
dents,

The
thousnnd

CAPTAIN JOHNSTON NAMED

Uecomes

Supervisor of
Noval Dintrict,

the Elghth

WASHINGTON, December 4. —Seoro-
tary Danlels to-day deslgnuted Captain
G. B, Johnston, commundant of the
New Orleans Navy-Yard, ns supervisor
of the Kighth Naval District, provipusly
under supervision of the naval com-
mandant nt Key West. The latier will

continue as supervisor of the Seventh
Naval District, : L

BRITISH SHIPS ATTEMPT
RAID ON GERMAN CORST

Reply. to Recent Bombardment ot
English 'Ports of Bcarboroungh,
‘Whitby and Hartlepool.

OUXHAVEN CENTRE OF ATTACK

Bombs Dropped on Anchored Vessels
and Gas Works Without Doing Any
Damage—Fog Prevents Contlnua-
tion of Fighting.

[Speclal Cable to The Times-Dispatch.]
BERLIN, December 26 (wlreless via
Sayville),—The followlng announce-
ment 18 made by the officlal press
bureau:
"“The admiliralty reports to-day that
on the 26th there was n ight with Brit-

Ish ships, which made n dnsh Into a
German bay. Hydro-aeroplanes con-
| voyed by them advanced agalnst the
| mouths of German rlvers and dropped
Jhum!:x on anchored ships and on gns
'wnrks near Cuxhaven, without hitting

anything or dolng any damage. The
hydro-aeroplanes, when fired at, with-
idrew In an easterly direction.

“German alrships and neroplanes
reconnoltred against the Britlsh
forces, and hit by bombs two Hritish
| destroyers and- one convoy, A fire
| broke out on the latter.

“Fog prevented a continuation of the
fighting."

| The German admliralty announcement
,of an attempt by British warships
|agalnat the German coast is the firat
_limimnllon of what appears to he n
ireply to the recent German raid agnlnst
[the English ports of Scarborough,
| Whitby and Hartlepool. The British
i puthorities have made no mentlon of
‘lh!s operation.
From the reference to Cuxhaven in
| the German announcement, It would
|seem that the German rivers indleated
|are the Elbe and Weser. Cuxhaven is
n fortifled .German seaport, Afty-elght
miles west-northwest of Hamburg, It
in nt the mouth of the estuary of the
Flbe. Tho approximate distance across
the North Sea from the English coast
to Cuxhaven la 360 mlles,
CONSIDERARLE ODBSCURITY
ARBOUT SOME OF FEATURES
[Bpeclal to The Times-Dispatch.]
| NBEW YORK, December 26,—The only
Information recelved from any source
| regarding the British naval rald on the
Germnn const In the vicinity of Cux-
haven comes from Berlin In a wire-
less mesange recelved at Sayville, L, 1.,
Lto-nlght. The UDritish admiralty evi-
dently has made no announcement on
thoe subject, and If the news of the
rald 18 known In English newspaper
offices, the censor has prevented Its
tranamliassion to this country.
| There Is considernble obscurity about
dome of the features of the rald, owlng
partly to apparent errors in the trans-
mission of the wireless: message. The
exiact text of the first sentence, ag it
was received at Sayville, 1s:
“Admiralty reports 26-13,
| ight Britlsh  ships made
| German bay." i
i The operator at Sayville inslats that

on
dash

2h=13,
into

thia is the sentence exactly as he re- |

(eelved dit,  “Filled out” In the usual
pway of ling out “skeleton” cable mes-
saies, the sentence would read:

I "The admliralty reports on the 26th

fight British ships whileh made a dash
Into a German bay." 3
On the other hand, if thoe letter "

[In “Nght” were changed to “e” the
word would become “elght,” and the
sentence would then read:

“The admlralty reports that ecight

British ships mada n dash Into a Ger-
man hay.'

That the admiralty consldered it n
fight, however, 1s Indicated hy tha lnst
sontence of the message, which reads:

“"Fog prevented continuation fight-
ing."

This Christmas Day rald on the Geor-
man coast was In progress while the
Germans were making a sensational

" (Centlnued on Second Page,)

A

(to-day) that on the 25th there wans a |

ATTACKING ARMIES CRASH

INTO IMP Labsi L INES

e

FIERGE FIGHTING
GOES ON WITHOUT
DECISIVE RESULT

Battle on Both Fronts Con-
tinues With Unabated
Intensity.

GERMANS CEASE ATTACKS
ON THE BZURA RIVER

Now Trying to Find Way to
Warsaw Along the

Pilica.
HEAVY L.OSSEB BUSTAINED
Fog Interferes With BStruggle in

Flanders—Allies' Prog-
ress Is. Slow,

British Warships Make
Raid on _(._‘;Erman Coast

From Berlin comes an official re-
port, on authority of the German
ndmiralty, of a raid by Dritish war-
ships on the German coast. Cux-
haven, a fortlfied port, and adjoin-
Ing territory nppear to hnve been
the object of the British attack, In
which eight ships and n number of
bydroplanes took pnrt.

No details are glven beyond the
statement that Germnn airahips anid
aeroplanes threw bombas on  two
British destroyers and one other ves-
#el of the convey, the Iatter belng
set on fire.

Both French and German reports
of the battles in Helgium and North-
ern France Indicate mharp fighting.
In battles against Hritish Iadian '
troops near St. Hubert, the Germnans
report they captured nineteen off-
cern and 818 men, fourteen machine
. Kune and other war equipment; anid
that the British left more than 3,000
dead on the field. The English
asked for a cesnntign of hostilitien
to bary the dend, wh?ch was graunted.

Germany has repiled to the French
meroplane attack on n village and
the dropping of bombs on Frelburg,
with an air atinck on the ontskirts
of Nancy. Regarding this opern-
tion, a Parie dispatch says a Zep-
pelln flew over Nancy and dropped
fourteen bombs, killlng two per-
sons, wounding several and slightly
damnging houses. This Is the first
report of activity by a  Zeppelin
ngainat m French elty.

,In North Poland, according to the
flicial German statement, east of
the Vistula the sltuation remasins
unchanged, but it isn announced in
the same hulletin that the Germnans
have ceaned thelr attucks onm the
Ilzura Itiver, which means that tem-
porarily, at least, the advance on
Warsaw from this direction has
been checked. On the right bank
of the Pillica River, however, Ger-
mnn attacks have heen successful,

Petrograd reports continued fight-
ing on December 25 hetween the
lower courses of the Vistula and the
Pilica, and violent engagements in
the region bordering on the Pilica.

Likevwise there has been severe
fighting with the Austrians nlong
the lower courses of the Nida,
wwhere the Russians claim to have
talkken more than 4,000 prisoners.

Avlona, Albania, hns been com-
pletely occapled by Italian forces,
nccording to m Rome dispatch. Gov-
ernment bnildings were taken over
by the Itallans without untoward in-
cldents.

LONDON, December 26 (10 P. M.).—
Nelther the Austro-German oftenalve
operations against the Rusalans nor

the allles' attacks on the German lines
In the west have made any apprecliable
progress, although there was fighting
nlong the greater part of tha two
fronts with unabated intensity, In
both cases the attacking armles ap-
pear to have run full tilt agalnst al-
moat impenetrable lines,

The Germans, In their ofMieial raport,
announce that they have ceased thelr
attacks on the Bzura River, which,
with the Russian masses behind it,
stands across thelr direet path to War-
8w, They are now trying to find a
way to the I'olish eapltal along the
Pllicn River, a conslderable distance
south of Warsaw,

IFog has Interfered with hattles in
Flanders, but along the French front
‘the Germans have been dellvering flerce
counternttacks. In these, as in the
nllies' attacks, the losses on both shdes
have bheen considerable, but heavier on
the side which has been attacking.

The slowness of the alllos Progress
(I8 explained In London as due to the
Egmu-rill slaff's refusal to sacrifice o
great number of soldiers. They are
=atisfled with amall successes through
jartillery practlce, which, In time, It is
pointed out, should prepare the way
for a general forward movement,

According to information from Con-
stantinople, the Turks, under advice of
(the  dGermans, are fortifying thelr
shores in the Gulf of Saros and on
tha Sea of Marmora, indleating that

thoy expect visits from the &llied
fleata,

GERMAN SUCCESSES
CLAIMED IN STATEMENT

¢ BERLIN (by wireless to London, 4:11
[ M), December 26.-——The officlal an-
iumm-:mm-nt_ an the progress of the war
jziven out In Herlin, this afterncon re-
listes German successes In the western
arena. English and French altacks near
Nieuport have bhecn repulsed, The
statement refers to engagements alye-
| whero In'lv‘rnnce, but either makes no
jmention of the outcome or says the
situation remalns unchanged, In Rus-

N, ”




